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Soaring
[0 Dan Pruss

IT DOESN'T seem like it’s been two years
since we talked about an FAI program to
select a USA team, but here we go again.
The National Soaring Society will again
administer this AMA program, and Ray
Marvin, the gent who CDed the finals in
Denver in 1976, has been designated by
NSS President Dr. Stan Pfost to head up
the program for 1978 for the world cham-
pionships in 1979; previous program par-
ticipants have given him an overwhelming
vote of confidence. This is the same job
Jim Simpson had and did so well in 1976.

First of all, let’s place a few things in
perspective. The AMA sections carry
CIAM reports elsewhere in this issue, and
you are encouraged to read the reports of
all the committeemen that attended. This
includes free-flight, scale, pattern, control-
line, helicopters, and pylon racing. While
some of these categories may be of little
interest to you, it might give you a better
understanding of the efforts that go on at
this rules-making convention for interna-
tional competition.

Many suggestions for changes came in
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Members of the United States team,which won the last World Championships, stand, L to R: Skip
Miller, LeMon Payne, and Dale Nutter. Kneeling, are Dan Pruss, Team Manager, left, and Dave
Thornburg, the incredible hand-towing machine with the 50,000-mile guarantee.

too late to be placed on the agenda. Sep-
tember 1 is the deadline for proposals into
the AMA office. AMA then sends these
into FAI headquarters in Paris, where all
of the proposals from the other countries
are compiled and sent back to these same
countries for a quick study. The CIAM
then convenes, the various technical com-
mittees sift through the myriad of paper-
work, and the CIAM delegates decide on
the rules and rule changes.

If proposals don’t meet this schedule
then they can’t be considered, but those
are the ground rules and we have to live,
and fly, by them.

This year saw good proposals sent in too
late, so consideration for them will have to
wait until next year. In the meantime,
some steps have been taken in the right di-
rection to make the current rules more ac-
ceptable, not only to the contestant, but to
the organizers as well. When the meeting
ended on December 2, here is where F3B
(thermal soaring) stood. The duration and
speed tasks remain unchanged. Six minutes
is still the maximum time, and speed will
be run over a 150-meter course, upwind/
downwind for the two FAI laps.

Distance, after much deliberation in the

technical meetings, was limited to 12 laps.
At least a half dozen good solid proposals
to change distance had been submitted,
and for us not to consider the rest
these will be a disservice to our sport.
More about this later. With all of the dis-
tance proposals aimed at deemphasizing
the luck element, the committee further
settled on a revamped schedule hopefully
to allow more rounds to be flown within a
given time frame.

The old ABC task concept held much
merit for a small group, but to get more
than one round a day was more than chal-
lenging. One day contests were impracti-
cal and some two day contests were mean-
ingless as to a winner’s worth. The new
rules state a round shall consist of tasks A
and B, or A and C. The schedule shall
maintain a balance as to the number of B
and C tasks, but in all cases, be paired with
task A.

As one can see, this places a shift back
to duration, deemphasizes distance, while
still retaining the spicy speed task, even
though it too is deemphasized. Clubs that
shied away from scheduling F3B contests
in the past now can breathe easier, know-

Continued on page 89

Showing off Top Sailer’'s attractive Monokote
covering and decoration, Top Flite Models’ Sid
Axelrod is an AMA life member, with the num-
ber L22. Sid is a long time modeler.
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Chatting with Dan Pruss is Denny Darnell. His limited edition kit Aquila XL flown in ‘77 Nats.
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ing a more meaningful event can be held,
because more rounds can be flown.

In the past, the throwaway round was
treated with mixed emotions. If one round
per day was all that could be flown it
meant, in effect, one day of the organizer’s
efforts was for naught. But the flier could
throw out that round that saw a line break,
or a tow go sour. Yet, he too had mixed
feelings, for sometimes a throwaway round
wasn’t all that bad, and what could be a
consideration for consistency received a
big X on the scoreboard.

To help offset the bad luck of a bad
launch, broken line, or whatever, the flier
now will be allowed a relaunch within his
working time, provided he hadn’t crossed
plan “A” in the speed or distance tasks.
For what it’s worth: If the top five at the
South African World Championships re-
tained their throwaway rounds, they would
still have finished in the same order! The
USA team would still have finished in first
place, but second and third places would
have been swapped between Australia and
Great Britain.

As mentioned, many proposals had
merit, but were turned down for whatever
reasons. The one-on-one concept did re-
ceive much attention, but was treated most
negatively by countries that supported it
last year. The difficulties encountered in-
cluded reflights because a flagman or timer
miscued, resulting in an entire relaunch of
that group. The idea of mixing groups
didn’t always work in the intended man-
ner, because like frequencies prevented
certain contestants from competing head
to head, and further resulted in hot fliers
being always pitted against lesser rivals.
More frequencies for RC will help in this
regard.

Denmark, Norway, and Sweden all but
scrapped the F3B program for last year’s
contest calendar, and flew task A and their
own combined B and C task. B/C was a
four-lap task flown crosswind over a 150-
meter course, not unlike the current AMA
rules. Denmark’s proposal was not only
worthy of consideration but included a
most comprehensive report covering sev-
eral Scandanavian organized contests.
However, the proposals were sent in past
the deadline and couldn’t be honored.

Other rules included designating F3B
category to RC Thermal Soaring Gliders
only. F3F will be for slope soaring, and
F3G for RC powered gliders, the latter of
which seems all but a dead event interna-
tionally.

A proposal to limit launching to one sys-
tem—hand towing—was squelched, and
World War III was averted. The distance
course is now divided into quarter laps, in-
stead of ten, and this should make it some-
what easier for organizers, especially when
a course has to be changed because of a
wind shift.

About the best news to come from the
meeting is that an overall freeze of three
years will not be policy. However, the
sporting code (that little pink book) will be
broken down into two sections. The former
will be known as before, as the sporting
code, and will list the rules that are not
prone to annual revision or change. This
includes definition of helpers, official
flights, basic definitions, classifications,
builder-of-the-model rules, etc. This sec-
tion will have a four-year freeze, while the
second section—the supplement or annex
—will allow annual changes. This section
includes the meat of F3B—launching,
tasks A, B, and C, and scoring. The one re-
striction on this section is the freeze on the
rules the year before a world champion-
ships. More specifically, the rules estab-
lished at this meeting will be used for 1978,
and for the world championships in 1979.
New proposals can submitted in 1978, but
cannot be used in official international
competition. Incidentally, the USA and

Belgium both submitted offers to hold the
sailplane championships in 1979. A deci-
sion will be made at the bureau meeting in
March as to which country will host the
event.

Toward the beginning of this article it
was mentioned how much deliberation was
done over the many proposed changes to
the distance task. The fact that so many
proposals had merit makes one also realize
these same proposed changes might be
considered at a later date. But, if only one
a year is acceptable, it could take six to ten
years to see your version of the task im-
plemented.

This scribe’s proposal was to allow all
the acceptable proposed tasks to be inclu-
ded in the rules. The organizers could then
choose the task or tasks that suits them
and stage a contest. This proposal was
deemed too radical by the sub-committee
chairman. However, other committee
members do support such an idea and the
next CIAM could just see acceptance of
the triathalon, speed/distance as one task,
man on man, eight-ten- or 12-lap distance,
and whatever else you propose. And that’s
the key word—you.

Frank Deis, Jr. is the FAI rules chair-
man for the NSS. One doesn’t have to wait
until the end of the flying season to offer a
proposal. If you've got a hot idea, send it
in now and avoid the rush next September
Ist.

In the meantime support your club and
its efforts in running a quarter-, semi-, or
finals to select a U.S.A. team. The new
rules indicate you'll have more fun flying
them. Yet the contest should be easier for
your club to run.

If you're eager, but haven’t been put
on the NSS schedule contact: Ray Mar-
vin, FAI Contest Coordinator, 2781 S.
Garfield, Denver, CO 80210.

Dan Pruss, Plainfield, IL
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KRAFT KGL PCS

7t» Annual 7 g /¢
*Q' Pre-Season Radio System c
Check-up .
Valid until May 15, 1978

FULL TIME TECHNICIANS FACTORY TRAINED e FINEST TEST EQUIPMENT e ALL NEW MODERN SHOP
ONLY GENUINE FACTORY PARTS ® SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

PRE-SEASON SPECIAL ONLY $24.95 plus postage s N Gowps Nl Rl

Ducludes: Net Cost

Check Servo Mechanics

Adjust Servo Centering

Perform System Servo Noise Check

Perform Transmitter Battery Load Check

Align Receiver R.F. and I.F. St
Perform Transmitter Crystal Frequency Count £, Tecelver an ages

Check Receiver Logic
Align Transmitter Encoder

Perform Receiver Battery Load Check
Check Battery Charging Circuit Check Servo Stalled Motor Current Shock Test Complete Airborne System
Tune Transmitter R. F. Range Check System

Check Receiver Sensitivity & Adjust Repair parts additional System Flight Test if Necessary

wre: Kraft Great Lakes, Inc. Catt: Mark Porter or Dave Male

6787 Wales Ave. P.O.Box 2482 (216) 499-8310
North Canton, Ohio 44720 for peraonal seruice

Bank Americard and Masler Charge Welcome



R/C Olympic |l Sailplane.
Perfect for a first plane
or a first place.

In 1977 the Olympic Il has already won a
number of major contests including the
Sno-Fly and Canadian Nationals. At the '77
North-South meet an Olympic |l placed
second overall behind the winning Aquila.
In 1976 the ship placed first and second at
the AMA Soaring Nationals.

The same kind of functional design that
makes the Olympic Il a great trainer for the
R/C novice has made it a real competition
threat! It's quick and easy to build and the
large wing area (928 sq. in.) and flat bottom
airfoil contribute to a slow, floating glide. In
this way, the ruggedly built Olympic || makes
the best use of weak or marginal lift condi-
tions. Even the novice, with no special skills
or techniques, can enjoy long duration flights.

COX/SANWA RADIDS,
AIRTRONICS KITS, COX ENGINES.

The Olympic Il is designed to soar. The
sink rate and windy weather penetration are
excellent. You can fly with 2-channel radio
systems for rudder and elevator control or
use a 3-channel system and optional land-
ing spoilers.We, of course, recommend Cox/
Sanwa radio systems. The fuselage is sim-
plified by an air-ply forward section and
balsa tail cone.The wing features sanded
ribs, pre-cut shear webs, shaped leading
and trailing edges, and oversize spruce
spars. And the Olympic Il has a wingspan of
99.9 inches and a flying weight of 36-40 oz.
It costs $49.95 and comes complete except
for adhesive and covering materials. See
your hobby dealer soon.

WHEN YOU FLY WITH COX,
YOU FLY WITH THE BEST.

Cox Hobbies Inc./A subsidiary of Leisure Dynamics, Inc., 1505 East Warner Avenue, Santa Ana, Calif. 92705



